
cellular with monolayered and three-dimensional

papillary clusters. The tumour cells are moderately

pleomorphic and �windows� are seen in a few of the

clusters. Occasionally, psammoma bodies have also

been noted.3 These features may help to distinguish

mesotheliomas from other testicular primaries.

Furthermore, preparation of cell blocks, in order to

perform ancillary techniques such as immunohisto-

chemistry, can confirm the diagnosis even on

cytology.

The differential diagnoses of this case are metastatic

carcinoma, reactive mesothelial cell proliferation and

a benign adenomatoid tumour. The clinical history of

primary carcinoma elsewhere is important in the case

of metastatic carcinoma. Reactive mesothelial cells

were clinically and cytologically unlikely in our case.

A benign adenomatoid tumour was also unlikely on

clinical grounds and the cytomorphology would have

been different in that the cells are usually discrete,

round to oval in shape, with vacuolated cytoplasm

and only occasional cuboidal to elongated cells or cell

clusters seen.

Mesotheliomas of the tunica vaginalis have an

aggressive course. A detailed radiological examination

coupled with material obtained by aspiration cytology

may be sufficient to diagnose this rare entity and thus

guide timely and appropriate intervention.

R. Gupta, P. Dey and R. K. Vasishtha

Department of Cytology, Postgraduate Institute of Medical

Education and Research, Chandigarh, India
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A letter yet to receive a reply

DOI:10.1111/j.1365-2303.2010.00839.x

Dear Editor, We would like to draw the attention of

your readers to the following letter to Dr Claude

Cuvelier, President of the Union Européenne de

Médecins Spécialistes (UEMS), dated 30 June 2010,

which has so far not been acknowledged or answered.

We therefore now advise cytopathologists to find out

who are their representatives on UEMS and make

sure they are informed about what is required for

cytopathology training and accreditation in order to

ensure competence for independent practice. Prefer-

ably this should be done in time for the next UEMS

meeting in May 2011. We will also refer the UEMS to

the recommendations in a recent article in your

journal.1

�The European Federation of Cytology Societies

(EFCS) currently represents 25 national cytology

societies covering nearly all of Europe. This European,

international organization highly appreciates the

efforts of UEMS to standardize pathology training

comprising histology, cytology, autopsy and molecular

pathology. We find it extremely important that the

training charter of the UEMS clearly states that basic

training in gynaecological and nongynaecological

cytology is an integral part of the common trunk of

pathology training. Furthermore, the declaration of

cytology as a new subspeciality – in the same sense

that neuropathology, dermatopathology or forensic

pathology already are – will open new opportunities

in harmonization of cytopathology practice all over

Europe. We have to keep in mind at the same time,

that even accepting that ��the sovereignty of the
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member states cannot be overruled�� a common

European cytology subspecialty training followed by

a European certificate will lessen the differences that

right now do exist among many European countries

in cytopathology training and practice.

In our opinion, the only acceptable European

organization to help these efforts at a high profes-

sional level is the EFCS. Thus we are ready to be

mandated by the UEMS in developing criteria for

training in cytology as a subspecialty of pathology in

Europe. This is in accordance with our previous

negotiations in Porto (Portugal): the final practical

results of this work will be presented to UEMS within

1 year.

We are convinced that this joint effort and its

expected result will be an important part of the

professional integration process under the umbrella of

the UEMS.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon.

With our warm regards, Fernando Schmitt (EFCS

President), Martin Tötsch (EFCS Treasurer), Philippe

Vielh (EFCS Secretary General).�
We also hope this letter reflects the wishes of your

readers and would be pleased to hear their opinions in

the correspondence column of your journal, or

through our website http://www.efcs.eu.

F. Schmitt§, M. Tötsch� and P. Vielh�

*Institute of Molecular Pathology and Immunology,

University of Porto, Portugal, �Institute of Cytology, LKH,

University Hospital of Graz, Austria, �Department of

Pathology, Institut Gustave Roussy, Villejuif, France and
§Medical Faculty of Porto University, Portugal
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