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DearFriendsand Colleagues,

Therehavebeenseveralimportant eventsduring the last few months Firstof all,
our cytologicalfamily could meet at anothervery successfuEuropeanCongres®f
Cytology We had been waiting for sucha meetingin Europefor two yearsand it
finally happenedin October- with manyexceptionalsessionsprominentspeakers
and enthusiasticattendees- in the beautiful city of Budapest,Hungary Many
thanksto Laszlovassandeveryonewho helpedorganizinghis event!

‘he new EFC®resident,Marianne Engelswas introduced during the Congress
Togetherwith Ralf Heine, she is responsiblefor the 45" EuropeanCongressof

Cytology,taking placein June2024in Leipzig,Germany The preparationfor this

event is in advancedstageand full scientific scheduleshould be availablesoon

Thanksto the organizerswe shouldbe seeingmore active youngcytopathologists
¢ YoungEFCSwill have two scientific sessionsand many chairs invited young
cytopathologistso activelyparticipatein their sessionsit seemsthat cytologyis

doinggreatand it still canbe attractive to youngpathologists- that shouldmake
us happy!

And the last newsrelated to the Europeancytologyis that the host city for the
next EFC3utorialwasannouncedin 2024we will meetin Wroclaw,Poland

More Info about EFCSevents can be found on the EFCS website
(https://www .efcseu/) and ECQ024 in Leipzighas its own dedicated website
(https://cytology2024.eu/).

HappyNew Yearandseeyouin 2024

Pawel Gajdzis
Residents and YEFCS Committee

Cytopathology

The clinical
interface

23-26 June
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Message from the EFCS President

DearColleagues,

It's a greathonour for me to becomepresidentof the EFCS not by election,but becauseof
the fact that the GermanSocietywill hostthe next EuropeanCongres®f Cytologyin Leipzig
In June2024 Togetherwith my colleaguedrom Germanyl shalldo my very bestto organize
aninterestingcongresdor the communityof cytologistsfrom Europeandbeyond

Leipzigis a wonderful city in the easternpart of Germany- vibrant with activity and life,
firmly groundedin a long history. Asan old trading centre sincemedievaltimes, Leipzig has
alwaysbeenopen not only to material goods,but alsoto ideasfrom foreignregions It has
beena centrefor publishinghousessincelong. Formusicandart Leipzigs widely renowned
Inthe more recentperiodsof Germanhistorythe citizensof Leipzighaveplayeda crucialrole
In reachinga peacefulreunificationof our country:

As|'m not a pathologist,but a clinicianby training, I'm well aware of the difficulties which
may resultfrom suboptimalcommunicationand mutual misunderstandindpetweendifferent
professionalgroupswhich are engagedin patient care In different respectscytopatholog
offers a chanceto bridge this gap betweenclinic or ward and the lab. Thesethoughtshav

led to the motto of the forthcomingcongress"Cytopathology the clinicalinterface".

Inthe EFC3®m very grateful for collaboratingwith excellentcytopathologistan the Boardof
Directorsand in the CouncilBoard | sincerelyhope that the upcomingcongresswill be a
great succesdor the cytologycommunityin Europeand beyond Forthis commongoal we
will be workinghard duringthe nextmonths

Y| {16/10.2023

EFCS President

Marianne EngeiF
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Message from the Past EFCS President

The44th Congres®f the EuropeanFederationof CytologySocietiesook placein Budapeston 1-4 October
23. | took the responsibilityasthe main organizerand as Presidentof this meetingwith fearsfollowinglong
hesitation We haveextendedtime, but it wasturbulent, complicatedanda O 2 f .2ANtFattine - 2020-it
washopeless

G 9 ¥ S NIs ih&oketfcallyimpossibleuntil it is doneé wrote Robert A. Heinlein the Americanscience
fiction author, aeronauticakengineer,andnavalofficer. Anyway we tried to do it.

Finally,the Congressvas highly active and an eventfull of life. We decidedto renew a bit the structure of
the & O 2 Y Yi2eyLI®Agressesvhile maintaining a bit from the traditional meetingsas well: we had
Melting Pointsession®n hot topicsinsteadof plenarysessionswith proportionallylongerdiscussiorparts.
Theparticipantslikedit! We planto produceat leastsomepublicationsbaseduponthe abovespontaneous
but directed discussionsl hope oncewe canfulfill this promiseaswell! All the SlideSeminaravere basec
on virtual slides¢ a Congresavith personalparticipation and virtual microscopy!Thisactualizedproposa
was also a successl| know, we must learn a lot from all our mistakeswe might have committed, still a
somewhatnew organizationatonceptwaspartially born!

All the above was only possiblewith the tremendoushelp of the K&M CongressCompanyand Katalin
a t O Ndhodunder extremelydifficult circumstancegyave her full heart into the organizationawork. The
3DHistechCompanyon the other side did the virtual microscopy Everysingleparticipantalso put a lot of
effort into this endeavor! Specialthanks go to Danijelaa 2 | StheAS&cretaryGeneralof the EFCSto
AmbrogioFassinahe Treasurerwhosetask was ¢besidestheir elected functionsbound responsibility to
contribute to the scientific merit of the event by teachingthe audienceat a very high level during the
Congressand during the half day meeting at the SemmelweidJniversityaswell. Without the challenging
work of all the SessionsMelting Points, SlideSeminarsg O 2 Y U2V LASE 4 4 Ehaigsdhd participants
everythingwould havebeenimpossible

Thereare two main ¢ assomeof you alreadyusedthis expressionc & & | & NP2 @Jelsicioyiriistances
worth mentioningextra: Theweatherwasunbelievablenice, calm,and friendly, with shiningsun givingan
extraordinarilybeautyfor the city. Additionally,the LI NI A Qvarinknglovély®eart hasalsocontributed
to the final nice,humanatmospherewhich madethis Congresg | hope- unforgettable! Thesecondeventto
be mentioned as an extra was the Keynote lecture (Prof Schmitt) that gave us a well understandable
meanwhilewidely extensiveview of cytology,history, nature and everythingwhich wasworth mentioning
Extrathanks shall go to everyoneand on the top of this to God (Weather)and to the keynote speaker
(FernandoJor activatingour corticalcells,and moodduringthesebreathtakingevents

| >4

G { OA g country, becauseknowledgebelongsto humanity, and is the torch which illuminates
the world.€ ¢ LouisPasteur

| stronglyhope that this congresswasreally a torch to illuminate the world! Thankyou all! Let us meet in
Leipzigor anevenmore scientificand humanMeeting!

Laszlo Vass
Past EFCS President
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A.i. Digital Cytology Company
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Report: 32nd Meeting of the German Society of Cytology in Halle
November 24, 2023

In the last weeksof 2023 the 32nd Meeting of the GermanSocietyof Cytologytook placein Halle
wherethe presidentof the society,Dr. RalfHeine,isworkingasheadof alargeclinicaldepartmentin
St Elisabeth- St BarbaraKrankenhausThemeetingwasalso21st Halle Tutorial on clinicalcytology
In pneumology foundedby RalfHeinemore than twenty yearsaga

After aninterruption of four yearsthe meetingof the societywasheld asa presentialmeetingonce|
again It took placein the Institute of Anatomyof the Martin-LutherUniversityHalle Wittenbergin a
beautiful historicalbuildingnearthe old city centre of Halle

A sessioron variedup-to-date topicsopenedthe meeting Artificial intelligencein cytology,cytology
of thyroid, effusions, liver masses,pancreas,biliary tract and the breast have been treated in
Interestingtalks Two longertalks on benignlung diseaseswvere following. On Fridayand Saturday
topicsfrom lungcytologyalternatedwith talkson other topicsof generalcytology In two microscopy
halls severalmicroscopyworkshopson gynaecologicatytology and on various non-gynae topics
were heldin parallelto the lectures

The keynote lecture held by Dr. Ash Chandrafrom London on "The International System for
ReportingSerousFluid Cytopathology'was one of the highlightsof the meeting An online-session
on telecytology was held by colleaguesfrom Istanbul, Chicago,Baku and Hamburg A practica
demonstrationof online cytopathologyworkedfine.

Marianne Engels, 17.12.2023

Fig. 1. The lecture hall, a historical anatomic theatre.  Fig. 2: One of the microscopy halls.
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Report: EFCS Annual Cytology Tutorial in Toulouse (France)
June 1618, 2023

Thisyear'seFC&nnualCytologyTutorialwasagaina greatsuccessThe 14th annualEFC$utorial of
Cytopathologyasheld on Junel6-18in ToulousgFrance) Theeventwaschairedby GiovanniNegri
and co-chaired by Arrigo Capitanig and the local Host was Monique CourtadeSaidi The Tutorial
followed the classidormat, basedon on-site microscopyworkshopsand lecturescoveringthe most
Important topics in Cytopathology Eightysix virtual slides were available in advanceto the
participants and were discussedlive at the end of each microscopy workshop using the
eurocytologycloudplatform. Ninetutors from Croatia,France Jtaly, Spain,Swedenand Switzerland
were involvedin the lectures,including elevendifferent topics Urine, breast, thyroid, respiratory
tract, pancreatic serouseffusions,salivarygland,soft tissueand gynaecologicatytology Lectureson
ROSEmolecularand digital cytology,and HPVhave also been included Socialactivity includeda
welcomeparty and get-togetherdinnerin the backgroundf the beautiful city of Toulouse

The Fifty-one participants (cytotechnologistsyesidentsand pathologists)came from 22 different
countries(Armenia,Brazil,CanadaCroatia,Cyprus Denmark France FrenchGuiana,Germany Jtaly,
Luxemburg, Madagascar,Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Sweden|
Switzerland,Ukraine, United Kingdom)took part in the courses,resulting in a highly interested,
Interactive and receptive international group. All the lectures were recorded, and participants
receiveda link to look againat the presentations

Theparticipants'feedbackhasbeenvery positive,with most participantsjudgingthe eventquality as
excellentand extremely useful Overall,over 90% of the participantswould recommenda future
tutorial to a colleagueand found the virtual slideshelpful. Most participantsjudgedthe quality of all
lecturesandworkshopsasexcellent

Overall,it was a very successfullutorialand a motivation to continueto organisethese eventsin
future years

Giovanni Negri and Arrig@apitanic
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Report: TheEFCS QUATE aptitude test 2023

Duringthe 44th EuropeanCongres®f Cytologyin BudapestHungarytwo QUATEexamstook place,
on Monday,2"d and 34 of October2023

The QUATE(Quality Assurance,Training and ExaminationsCommittee) Aptitude Test is an
International examorganisedby the EuropeanFederationof CytologicalSocieties(EFCSas one of
the EFC®&ducationalprojects TheQUATHest aimsto objectivelyassesshe ability and competence
of cytoscreenersand cytotechnologistsin cervical cytology screening, either on conventiona
Papanicolaou,SurePath or ThinPrep slides The candidates are expected to have a good
understandingof the generalprinciplesof a cervicalcancerscreeningprogrammeand cytologica
findingsin cervicalcytology Successfutompletionof the QUATEexamensuresan EFCSertificate|
which confirmsthe O ¥ R A &teénBgidnpetenceand contributesto achievinga high standarc
In cervicalcancerscreeningn their respectivecytologylaboratories

The QUATEexamin Budapestwas organisedby the QUATECommitteewith the supportof EFC&as|
well asthe Cytopathologysectionof the HungarianSocietyof Pathologythe organiserof ECQ023

Twentyfive candidatesattended the exams On the 2"d of October, seventeencandidates,6 from
Denmark,3 from Israel,2 from Austria,2 from Estonia,and one from lItaly, SloveniaRomaniaand
Ukraine each On the 3 of October, eight Hungariancandidatesattended the exam with the
paperworktranslatedinto Hungariananguage At the written part of the exam,all of the candidates
were equally focused on the MCQs trying to respond  accurately
to cervical screeningand morphologybased questions In the practical part of the exam, six
candidatesscreenedThinPrepslides,six SurePathand thirteen conventionalslides(five on the first
day of the examand eight on the second) Apart from sitting the exam, most of the candidates
participatedin the ECGand hadthe opportunity to attend excellentlecturesand slide seminarsand
exchange&knowledgeand professionakxperience

A~ 4

Thepassingate was56% which meansthat 14 out of 25 candidatesvere successfulUnfortunately,
the mostcommonreasonfor failingthe screeningpart wasrepeatedovercallingof negativeslidesas
abnormal However,in 28%of the failures,the reasonwascallingthe abnormalslidesnegative

Theorganizationwasexcellent,with quality microscopesfacilities,and refreshments Thankso our
hosts, especiallyDr t S (1itSN3A | fyo the CytopathologySectionof the HungarianSociety of
Pathologyafew minor challengesvere easilyovercome

Theorggnisingcommittee of QUATEBudapestcorlsi§tedof AsstProf SandraMoslava¢ MD, PhD,Dr
t S it 2NJ | ayiddsstProfDanijelavrdoljaka 2 | SNIDyRhD,SecretaryGeneralof the EFCS

The next QUATEexaminationwill be offered at the 45" EuropeanCongressof Cytology,Leipzig
Germanyjn June2024

SandraMoslavac
QUATE Chalir
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