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DearFriendsandColleagues,
All EuropeancytopathologistseagerlyanticipatethisȅŜŀǊΩǎbiggestcytologicalevent in Europeς
the 45th EuropeanCongressof Cytology,which is organizedin Leipzig,Germany. Asalways,it is a
wonderfulopportunity to meetold friends,makenewonesand,of course,to stayup to datewith
the news from the world of cytology. In this issuethe presidentof the Congressand the EFCS
presidentMarianneEngelsinvites you to Leipzigand presentsthis beautiful city and the main
scientificeventsto happenduringthe Congress.
We are all awareof a hugeshortageof cytopathologistsin almost every Europeancountry and
the challengeof encouragingnew peopleto pursuea careeror training in cytopathology. During
the Congressresidentsandyoungcytopathologistsfrom different Europeancountrieswill actively
participate for the first time and it is very important for us to support them in their scientific
endeavours. Our endorsementcanmakethem developa passionfor cytologyanddecideto bind
their professionallife with this excitingfield of pathology. Thefuture of cytologydependson our
commitmentto the professionaldevelopmentof youngpeople!
To engage residents and young cytopathologistsEFCSScientific Committee, together with
Residentsand YEFCSCommittee,are organizinga scientificproject. It is a continuation of the
gynaecologicalά!{/-¦{έproject. Youwill find moredetailsbelow.
Havea sunnyspringandseeyouall in Leipzig!

Pawel Gajdzis

Residents and YEFCS Committee
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Ivana Kholov§

Scientific Committee

(ivana.kholova@tuni.fi)

Pawel Gajdzis

Residents and YEFCSCommittee

(pgajdzis@protonmail.com)

mailto:ivana.kholova@tuni.fi
mailto:pgajdzis@protonmail.com


In this issue:

×Message from the EFCS Secretory General (page 4)

Danijela Vrdoljak-Mozetiļ

×Invitation to 45thEuropean Congress of Cytology (page 5-7)

Marianne Engels

×Interview with Prof. BeatrixCochand-Priollet(page 8-9)

Despina Argyropoulou

×British Association for Cytopathology (page 10-12)

Paul Cross, Allan Wilson, Sue Mehew, Anthony Maddox

×Case challenges! (page 13-18)

CiolyRivero Colmenarez

×Trivial facts of Cytopathology (page 19)

Despina Argyropoulou

×Save the date: EFCS Annual Cytology Tutorial in Wroclaw (Poland)    

(page 20)

Coverphoto:
Pancreaticadenocarcinoma
ςperitonealfluid cytology

(DQ)

EFCS NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 1/2024



Message from the EFCS Secretary General

Dearcolleagues,

SpringishereandEFCSactivitiesareheatingup.

But first, I must look backa bit. Namely,at the last AmericanSocietyof Cytopathology71st

AnnualScientificMeeting, in November2023, for the first time ever,EFCSwasa part of the

official program with its companionsessionnamed: What we Learnt from Classification

Systems- Applicationin the DailyPractice. Speakerswere IvanaKholova, EstherDianaRossi,

aŀǊƝŀD. Lozano,AshishChandra,and me. Thankyou all for representingTheTeamEurope.

Thanksto Americancolleaguesfor beingwonderful hosts. It was an incredibleexperience,

andthe feelingof camaraderiewasoverwhelming. Must repeatthat!

In March, we had an extremely successfulJoint Webinar of the Italian and Romanian

CytologySocietieswith more than 400 participantsfrom all over the world. The topic was

gynaecologicalcytology,and besidessquamousand glandularlesions,interestingand rare

cases were presented. Speakerswere Cornelia Amalinei, Andrei Daniel Timofte and

Madalina-StefaniaPredafrom Romania,and GiovanniNegri,Martina Tauber,and Maurizio

Pinamontifrom Italy. Thanksto the facultyfor the excellentlectures,organizingandscientific

committees,andto everyonefor their participation.

Thereis another important information I want to sharewith you. Prof. DianaEstherRossi,

our distinguishedand very activememberof the Scientificcommittee becamea president-

elect of the PapanicolaouSocietyof Cytopathology. CongratulationsDiana. We are soproud

of you!

EFCSscientificprojectsare developinggreatly,but nothing is possiblewithout you and your

participation in EFCSsurveys. Soon,you will receivea new one (almost done) about FNA

practices in Europeaninstitutions. Thank you for taking part in those important EFCS

activities,previousandfuture to come.

In Leipzig,during the congress,a next QUATEwill be offered. Thisis the Europeanaptitude

test for gynaecologicalcytology,generallyaimedfor cytotechnologists,but cytopathologists

canalsoattend. Youcanfind all informationon the EFCSwebsite.

EFCSis alwaysopen to new ideas,lookingfor peoplewho wish to engage. Contactme/us at

anytime, in anyway,to shareyour thoughts.

Hopeto seeyou in Leipzigin June2024at our inventiveandinterestingcongressandhavean

opportunity to talk in person.

Sincerely,

Danijela Vrdoljak -~ŸǍĲƣŔĨ

EFCS Secretary General
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Dear colleagues,

in lessthanthreemonthsthenextEuropean CongressofCytologywill open in Leipzig in Germany. 

Weareveryexcitedand lookforwardtotheevent. 

Leipzig isa cityofmorethan600,000 inhabitantslocatedin theeasternpartofGermany in Saxonia. 

Situatedat thecrossingofmaintradingroutesofoldtimes, Leipzig hasbeena centerfortrade since

manycenturies. The trade fair -whichisoneofthelargestin Germany -datesback totheyear1190. 

Leipzig hasalso a longtraditionofprintinghouses, publishersand hostsa famousbookfair. Lovers of

musicmayenjoyconcertsin theGewandhaus, theOpera orin variouschurches. In themorerecents

periodsofGerman historythecitizensofLeipzig haveplayeda crucialrolein reachinga peaceful

reunificationofourcountry. 

The venueofourcongressisthe"Kongresshalle am Zoo", an interestingbuildingdatingback tothe

beginningofthe20th century, completelyrenovatedsomeyearsago. Nevertheless, thebeautifulhalls

ofvarioussizesarepreservedand will houseoursessions. The Kongresshalle islocatedin walking

distancefromthecitycenterand canalso bereachedbypublictransport. And thevenueisjust 

adjacenttothewell-knownLeipzig Zoo. 

The scientificprogramofthecongressiscomprehensiveand will treatmanyfieldsofcytopathology. 

Most ofthesessionsareorganizedbymembersoftheInternational Scientific Committee. Wewill 

havesymposiawithlongertalks, supplementedbyslideseminarsand microscopyworkshopsfor

variousfieldsofcytology. The slideseminarswill usedigitizedslides, in themicroscopyworkshopswe

will workwithtraditional glassslides. In threekeynotelecturesseminaltopicswill bediscussed: "New 

techniquesin gynecologiccytology", "Moleculardiagnosticsin cytology" and "Artificialintelligenceand 

thefutureofimageanalysisin cytology". A formatusednot so oftenin congressesare"Live 

Demonstrations" froma hospitalwhichwill allowfirsthandexperiencein diagnosticproceduresof

pneumology. Many thankstoDr. Ralf Heine fromHalle, Germany and histeamforthisinitiative!

This programisenrichedbytheinterestingand variedprogramsofthecompanionmeetingsorganized

byseveralnational societiesofcytology. Wearehappy abouttheimportantcontributiontothis

congressmadebycytotechnologists-threemainsessionsareorganizedbytheEACC. The Young 

EFCS hasorganizedtwosessions. Itisoneofthegoalsofthiscongresstoinvolveyounger

colleaguesin activeparticipation. Last but not least, theabstractsessionsarea forumfor

presentationsofspecialaspectsofresearchorforshortcasepresentations. 

Wearelookingforwardtofourdaysfullofscientificexchangeand discussions, withlecturesbytop-

ranking expertsand activeparticipationin slideseminarsand microscopyworkshops. 

So, let'smeetin Leipzig!

Cologne, 28.03.2024

Dr. med. Marianne Engels, FIAC, 

PresidentoftheEFCS 5
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Invitation - 45th Congress of Cytology

6

EFCS NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 1/2024

Fig 1: Leipzig City Hall.

Photo by R. Heine, Halle

Fig. 2: "Gewandhaus" - the concert hall of Leipzig, 

home of the famous "Gewandhaus Orchestra".

Photo by R. Heine, Halle

Fig. 3: Thomaskirche ("St. Thomas") 

-Johann Sebastian Bach hasbeen

"cantorand director" at St. Thomas 

for27 years.

Photo by R. Heine, Halle
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Fig. 4: The "Kongresshalle am Zoo" - to the

right, structures of the zoo.

Source: www.kongresshalle.de, prospectus of 

"KongreÇhalleam Zoo"

Fig. 5: The main entrance to the zoo in 

immediate proximity to the venue.

Photo by R. Heine, Halle

Fig. 6: Plenary hall in the venue.

Source: www.kongresshalle.de, prospectus of 

"KongreÇhalleam Zoo"

http://www.kongresshalle.de/
http://www.kongresshalle.de/


1) How did your love for cytologybegin?

My love for pathology,and for cytopathologyin particular,camelate sinceI initially wanted to be

either a cardiologistor a gynecologist. I canevenadmit that duringmy medicalstudiesI showedno

taste for pathology!but in the 6th year I realizedthat I did not know humananatomywell, which

penalizedme for the clinicalexaminationof patients. SoI decidedto do a 6-month residencyin a

Pathologydepartmentwith the soleambition of doingautopsiesand getting to know organsand

diseasesάǾƛǎǳŀƭƭȅέ. However, the head of the department, ProfessorPh Galian, wanted his

residentsto participate in readingthe slidesand he suggestedthat, sinceI liked gynecologyand

was already doing replacementsin this specialty, I read PapsmearsΧΧ. It was an incredible

discoveryandthe birth of a passionthat hasneverfaded! I thereforechooseto becomea specialist

in Pathology. In the different Universitydepartmentswhere I went, I alwayschooseto train in

histopathologyaswell ascytopathology.

2) Favoriteor the most memorablecytologydiagnosismade.

In the 1980s when I wasa youngassistantat the[ŀǊƛōƻƛǎƛŝǊŜhospital,a Universityhospitalin the

North of Paris,the FineNeedleAspiration(FNA)cytologyfor deep organswas, in France,at that

time, a novelty and there wasa real enthusiasmfor this techniquewhich wasminimally invasive,

verysecureandwhichoffered a veryquickand reliableresult (24-48 hours). In my hospitaland in

others, we saw the emergenceof FNAsfor the liver, the pancreas,the retroperitoneal lymph

nodes,the lungs,the thyroid etc. Oneday, I receivedan FNAfor a kidneymass. It wasquite rare

becausethe urologistsconsideredthat 95% of kidney tumors were clear cell carcinoma. On this

FNAmy answerwasάƻƴŎƻŎȅǘƻƳŀέ. The patient underwent a surgicalresectionof his kidney in

another hospital in Parisand when I askedfor the final histologicaldiagnosisthe answerwasάƻŦ

coursea clearcellŎŀǊŎƛƴƻƳŀέ!!!! I hadreadthe descriptionof oncocytomain L.Koss, StWoykeand

W Olszewskireferencebook and did not understandwhat my error was. So I askedto see the

histologicalslidesand it was indeed what was calledάƻƴŎƻŎȅǘƻƳŀέat the time. My very fair

pathologistcolleaguerecognizedhis error and I publishedthis case,with him asco-author, in the

Journalof Urologyin 1988asoneof the first publishedcases.

The reasonI am telling this episodeit is to say that histology,our άDƻƭŘǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέcan also be

takenfor grantedandthat we mustbelievein our cytologicaldiagnoseswhenwe havecertainty. у
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Interviewwith

Prof.BeatrixCochand-Priollet
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3) A remarkablemoment duringyour cytologycareerpath that you would like to share.

WhenI took over the presidencyof the SFCCin 2011andthen the role of GeneralSecretaryof the

EFCSin 2018! Not for the title; not for my career; nor for the incredibleresponsibilitiesit entails

but for the passionateand extraordinarilycompetentcytopathologistswith whom I worked. It is

their presenceand their examples that allowed me to never lose hope and confidence in

cytopathology. Theyare either French: C Marsanand Cl Mottot in the past; Ph Vielh recently or

from all countriesfrom all over the world (youknowmanyof themsincemostof themarestill with

us at the EFCSor the IACand are incrediblyexcellent). I owe my great momentsof professional

happinessto them asfor example,in Baltimorefor the ICC.

4) How do you seethe future of cytology?

I wish I didn't haveto answerthis question... In momentsof blues,I think that cytopathologyand

pathology will disappearin favor of a άwŀŘƛƻƭƻƎȅ-Molecular.ƛƻƭƻƎȅέcouple or liquid biopsies

sufficient enoughto characterizeour cancersand initiate targeted therapies. And then I attend

MDMs and conferencesand I see all these radiologicallyobviousdiagnoseswhich are false or

approximate or these cancerswhose molecular signature is not decisive either in terms of

diagnosisor in terms of prognosis. Thethyroid with its ROMalgorithmslinked with the different

molecular alterations is quite a good examplesince in order to determine the ROM it is also

necessaryto know the Bethesdacategory. For the Papsmears,somedevicesbasedon AI are able

to detect andselectthe abnormalcells,but a humancontrol is required. Likewise,the HR-HPVtest

presentedfor more than 10 yearsasthe solution to detect H-SILand cervicalcancersis obviously

insufficient today requiring the implementation of new, more complex algorithms including

genotyping,ICCand soon methylationΧ. So, I believe in a future coupling cytology/molecular

biologyand/or microbiopsies/ molecularbiologywith somecomplexalgorithmssupportedby the

AI for the managementof the patients. Numerousstudieshaveshown that cytologytechniques

areperfectlysuitedto molecularcharacterizationwith sometimesgreaterspecificitythan histology

since our samplesare almost exclusivelymade up of tumor cells, or not, which represent the

lesion. So yes, I believe in the future of cytopathology,a future which dependson all of us,

cytopathologists and cytotechnicians from all countries, to ensure the sustainability of

cytopathologythroughour youngcolleagueswhosetrainingwe mustensure.
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British Association for Cytopathology
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ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭƭȅǘǊŀƛƴŜŘǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎŀƴŘǘƘŀǘƻŦǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅǘǊŀƛƴŜŘŎȅǘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎόƻŦǘŜƴǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘǘƻŀǎ

ŎȅǘƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎƛƴ9ǳǊƻǇŜύΦ¢ƘŜ.{//ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅƘŀŘǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘŀƭƭǘƘƻǎŜǿƛǘƘŀƴƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴ

ŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅΣōǳǘǿƛǘƘǘƘŜŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘƻŦ/ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘƎǊŀŘŜ.ƛƻƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ{ŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎƛƴǘƘŜŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭ

ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜŀƴŘǘƘŜƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜƛƴǎǘŀŦŦǘǊŀƛƴŜŘŀǎŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅǎŎǊŜŜƴŜǊǎΣǘƘŜb!/

ŦƻǊƳŜŘǘƻōŜǘǘŜǊǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǘƘŜǎŜǎǘŀŦŦΣƭŜŀǾƛƴƎǘƘŜ.{//ŀƳƻǊŜǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘπŦƻŎǳǎŜŘōƻŘȅΦ¢Ƙƛǎ

ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘǘƘŜǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴŦƻǊƳŀƴȅȅŜŀǊǎΦ¢ƘŜǊŜǿŀǎΣƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣƻƴƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴŀǎǘƻǿƘƛŎƘōƻŘȅ

ōŜǎǘǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅΦ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎƛƴŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅƛƴƎŜƴŜǊŀƭŀƴŘŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅƛƴǘƘŜŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭ

ǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΣǿƛǘƘǘƘŜƳƻǾŜǘƻƭƛǉǳƛŘπōŀǎŜŘŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅŀƴŘƘǳƳŀƴǇŀǇƛƭƭƻƳŀǾƛǊǳǎǘŜǎǘƛƴƎΣ

ƭŜŘǘƻŀǎƘǊƛƴƪŀƎŜƛƴǘƘŜƴǳƳōŜǊƻŦƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊƛŜǎŀƴŘǎǘŀŦŦƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘƛƴŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎΦ¢ƘƛǎΣŀƭƭƛŜŘǘƻ

ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇƴǳƳōŜǊǎƛƴōƻǘƘǘƘŜ.{//ŀƴŘb!/ΣƭŜŘǘƻŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎōŜǘǿŜŜƴǘƘŜǘǿƻ

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎŀƴŘŀƳŜǊƎŜǊǿŀǎŀƎǊŜŜŘΣƭŜŀŘƛƴƎǘƻǘƘŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴƻŦǘƘŜ.!/Φ!ǎǎǳŎƘΣǘƘŜ.!/ƭƻƻƪǎǘƻ

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀƭƭǘƘƻǎŜǿƻǊƪƛƴƎƛƴƻǊƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘƛƴŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅΣƛǊǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƻŦōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘƻǊƎǊŀŘŜΦ¢Ƙƛǎƛǎ

ǎƘƻǿƴƛƴǘƘŜŘŀȅǘƻŘŀȅǊǳƴƴƛƴƎŀƴŘŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎƻŦǘƘŜ.!/ΣǿƘŜǊŜǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎŀƴŘƴƻƴπǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ

ǿƻǊƪƘŀƴŘƛƴƘŀƴŘǿƛǘƘŎƻƳƳƻƴŀƛƳǎΦ

{ƛƴŎŜƛǘǎƛƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣǘƘŜ.!/ƘŀǎōŜŜƴǾŜǊȅŦƻŎǳǎŜŘƻƴǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎŀƴŘŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴƻŦŀƭƭŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅǎǘŀŦŦΦLǘ

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǎŀƴŀƴƴǳŀƭǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣŀǎǿŜƭƭŀǎŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅƘŀƴŘǎπƻƴǎȅƳǇƻǎƛŀŀƴŘƻƴƭƛƴŜŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ¢ƘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅǘƻǊǳƴŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎƻƴƭƛƴŜǿŀǎǾƛǘŀƭŘǳǊƛƴƎǘƘŜ/ƻǾƛŘǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎǿƘŜǊŜ

ƳŀƴȅǎǘŀŦŦǿŜǊŜǳƴŀōƭŜǘƻŀǘǘŜƴŘŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ¢ƘŜ.!/ƭŜŘǘƘŜǿŀȅǿƛǘƘƻƴƭƛƴŜŜǾŜƴǘǎ

ŀƴŘƘŀǎŀƎƻƻŘǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜƻŦǇŀǎǘŜǾŜƴǘǎŦƻǊƎŜƴŜǊŀƭǳǎŜόнύΦaŀƴȅƻŦǘƘŜƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘōȅǘƘŜ

.!/ŀǊŜƛƴǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǿƛǘƘǘƘŜw/tŀǘƘŀƴŘǘƘŜL.a{ΣōƻǘƘƻŦǿƘƛŎƘŀƭǎƻƘŀǾŜŀƪŜȅǊƻƭŜƛƴǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎȅ

ƛƴǘƘŜ.ǊƛǘƛǎƘLǎƭŜǎΣŀƴŘŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅƛƴǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΦ¢ƘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜǿƻǊƪƛƴƎŀŎǊƻǎǎǘƘŜǘƘǊŜŜōƻŘƛŜǎƘŀǎƘŜƭǇŜŘ

ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎŀƴŘŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘŎƭƻǎŜǊǿƻǊƪƛƴƎōŜǘǿŜŜƴŀƭƭǎǘŀŦŦŀǘŀƭƭƎǊŀŘŜǎΦLǘƘŀǎŀƭǎƻƭŜŘǘƻ

ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜǿƘƛŎƘŀƭƭǘƘǊŜŜōƻŘƛŜǎƘŀǾŜŀƎǊŜŜŘŀƴŘŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘόоύΦ

(continues on the next page)
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¢ƘŜ.!/ƘŀǎƘŀŘǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴƻƴƳŀƴȅƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƎǊƻǳǇǎƻǾŜǊǘƘŜȅŜŀǊǎŀƴŘƘŀǎōŜŜƴƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘƛƴ

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎǿƘƛŎƘǎƘŀǇŜŘǎƻƳŜƻŦǘƘŜŎƘŀƴƎŜǎƛƴǘƘŜŎŜǊǾƛŎŀƭǎŎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜƛƴǘƘŜ.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ

LǎƭŜǎΣŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘƛǘǎǾƻƛŎŜǿŀǎƴƻǘŀƭǿŀȅǎƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘǘƻΦ¢ƘŜ.!/ƘŀǎŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘǘƻƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘōȅ

ǘƘŜw/tŀǘƘŀƴŘL.a{ΣŀǎǿŜƭƭŀǎōŜƛƴƎƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜƭȅǿƛǘƘŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƴŘǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΦ¢ƘŜ.!/ŀƭǎƻ

ƻŦŦŜǊǎōǳǊǎŀǊƛŜǎŦƻǊ.!/ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣǎǳŎƘŀǎǘƘŜaƛƴŀ5ŜǎŀƛŀǿŀǊŘΣǘƻŀƭƭƻǿǘǊŀƛƴŜŜǎǘƻŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛŘŜŀǎ

ŀƴŘŀǘǘŜƴŘƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎǘƘŀǘǘƘŜȅƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜǿƻǳƭŘƴƻǘƘŀǾŜōŜŜƴŀōƭŜǘƻŘƻǎƻΦ¢ƘŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅǘƻƻŦŦŜǊǎǳŎƘ

ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎǘƘŜŀƛƳǎƻŦǘƘŜ.!/ΣōǳǘŀƭǎƻƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎǘƘŜŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅǊǳƴŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎƻŦǘƘŜ.!/Φ¢ƘŜ

.!/ƘŀǎōŜŜƴŀōƭŜǘƻǊǳƴǎǳǊǾŜȅǎŀƴŘǎŜŜƪƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŦǊƻƳƛǘǎƳŜƳōŜǊǎŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅŀƴŘǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ

ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎƛƴǇǳǘǘƻŀƴȅŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅƳŀǘǘŜǊǘƻōŜōŀǎŜŘƻƴǊŜŀƭƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎŀƴŘƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ

{ǳŎƘǊŜǎǳƭǘǎƘŀǾŜōŜŜƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘŀƴŘƳŀŘŜŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜǘƻŀƭƭΦ

(continues onthe next page)
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TheBAChascontinuedand developedCytopathology, the official journal

of the BAC(4), and formally the journal of the BSCC. Cytopathologyhas

manyother cytologybodiesworldwide affiliated to it, and is a key journal,

allowingnew scientificwork and educationalarticlesto be promoted. The

BACpreviouslyalso ran another journal, SCAN,which was formally the

journal of the NAC. SCANran for many yearsas a standalonepublication

and was briefly incorporated into Cytopathology, but is now being

developedaspart of the BACwebsite.



British Association for Cytopathology

The BACis now acceptednationally and internationallyas a major cytologybody. It is recognised

worldwide and is often seenby many with enviouseyesgiven its work and the way in which all

cytologists,irrespectiveof training,positionand background,canwork together for the betterment

of cytology. Howevercytologydevelopsin the future, the BACwill look to input andshapeit, working

andrepresentingits membersandcytologyasa discipline. Thiswill, no doubt, needthe BACitself to

change. Thefield of cytologyis developingand changing,with greateruseof rapid assessmentand

reporting, molecular techniques,greater and wider integration with clinical pathways and staff

trainingandongoingeducation. Whateverthe future, the BACwill ensureit is involved,deliveringon

its statedaimsandobjectives.

Dr Paul Cross, Past President BAC

Professor Allan Wilson, Past President BAC

Mrs Sue Mehew, Chair BAC

Dr Anthony Maddox, President BAC

USEFULLINKS

1. BACwebsite: https://www .britishcytology.org.uk

2. BACon line events: https://www .youtube.com/@britishassociationforcytop5099/videos

3. Guidance: https://www .rcpath.org/static/6d07d9aa-5507-4c38-a131525131607813/The-role-of-

biomedical-scientists-within-the-provision-of-a-diagnostic-cytopathology-servicefinal.pdf

4. Cytopathologyjournal: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/13652303

мн
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¢ƘŜ.!/ƘŀǎŀƭǿŀȅǎōŜŜƴƪŜŜƴǘƻǿƻǊƪǿƛǘƘǘƘŜ

9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴCŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴƻŦ/ȅǘƻƭƻƎȅ{ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎό9C/{ύΣ

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎǘƻ9C/{ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎŀƴŘǊǳƴƴƛƴƎŀƴŘ

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎǘƘŜ!ƴƴǳŀƭ/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƻŦ/ȅǘƻƭƻƎȅƛƴнлмс

ƛƴ[ƛǾŜǊǇƻƻƭΦ¢ƘŜŀōƛƭƛǘȅǘƻǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ.ǊƛǘƛǎƘŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅ

ŀƴŘƭŜŀǊƴŦǊƻƳōŜǎǘǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜƛƴ9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴŘŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ

ŀŦƛŜƭŘǿŀǎŀƴƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅǘƘŜ.!/ŎƻǳƭŘƴƻǘƳƛǎǎΦ

¢ƘŜv¦!¢9ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǿŀǎŀƭǿŀȅǎǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ

ǊǳƴŀƴŘǎŜǘōȅŎȅǘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎŦǊƻƳǘƘŜ.ǊƛǘƛǎƘLǎƭŜǎΣ

ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎǘƘŜƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŀƴŘ

ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎȅǎǘŜƳƛƴǇƭŀŎŜƛƴǘƘŜ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ

YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣƳŀƴȅƻŦǿƘƻƳǿŜǊŜŘŜŜǇƭȅƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ

ǿƛǘƘǘƘŜ.!/Φ

https://www.britishcytology.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/@britishassociationforcytop5099/videos
https://www.rcpath.org/static/6d07d9aa-5507-4c38-a131525131607813/The-role-of-biomedical-scientists-within-the-provision-of-a-diagnostic-cytopathology-servicefinal.pdf
https://www.rcpath.org/static/6d07d9aa-5507-4c38-a131525131607813/The-role-of-biomedical-scientists-within-the-provision-of-a-diagnostic-cytopathology-servicefinal.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/13652303


/ŀǎŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΗ

A 56-year-old woman. 2017 Qx. Appendiceal NET G1.

2024 Follow up : Mediastinal lymph nodes. Clinical Diagnosis : Metastasis

EBUS-TBFNAB for Staging : Station 11L

13(continues on the next page)

Fig. 1.

LBC. Papanicolaou 

20x

Fig.2.

LBC. Papanicolaou. 

40x

Describe what you see.

What does it represent?

What is its significance?

Fig.3.

LBC. Papanicolaou. 60x
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Case Challenges!

14(continues on the next page)

1) What isyourdiagnosticcategory?

a. Non-diagnostic

b. Benign

c. Atypical

d. Suspiciousfor malignancy

e. Malignant
Fig.3.

LBC. Papanicolaou. 

60x

2) Whatdo yousee?

a. Cohesivecrowdedtissuefragmentof atypicalcells.

b. 3Depitelialcellslackingcilia, low N:Cratio, hypercromaticnuclei, suspiciousfor malignancy

c. Typical finely granular salt/and/pepper cromatin in the round nuclei of the tumor cells,
plasmocytoideccentricgranularcytoplasmςcompatiblewith metastasicNET.

d. 3D Epitelialcellslackingcilia, low N:Cratio, hypercromaticnuclei, vacuolatedcytoplasm, suspicious
for adenocarcinoma.

3) What IHCwouldyouorder?

a. Not necessary(itǿƻƴΩǘhelp)

b. Epithelialmarkers

c. Neuroendocrinemarkers

d. TTF1, Napsine

EFCS NEWSLETTER
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мр

Fig. 4.

TTF1
Fig. 5.

Napsine

1) Diagnosticcategory:
e. Malignant.

2) Whatdo yousee?
d. 3D Epitelial cells lacking cilia, low N:C ratio, hypercromatic nuclei, vacuolated
cytoplasm, suspiciousfor adenocarcinoma.

3) What IHCwould youorder?
d. TTF1 andNapsine

Appendiceal NETs have an excellent outcome, the majority being cured by
appendectomy. Metastasesoccurin 1.4ς8.8%of cases,typicallyinvolvingonly regional
lymphnodes. Distantmetastasesarerare.

Themorphologyof a uniform populationof smallcellswith round,monotonous nuclei
and finely stippledchromatinand inconspicuousnucleoliwasnot presentin our case
(nor the expressionNE markers), instead, our case showed 3D fragments with
enlargedpleomorphichyperchromaticnuclei, large nucleoli, abundantand eccentric
cytoplasm,showingpositive nuclearstainingof TTF1 and cytoplasmicexpressionof
Napsine.

Although clinical information is elementary, priority should always be given to
morphology.

Clinical case and pictures provided by Cioly Rivero Colmenarez, MD, MIAC.
National Center of Pathology. Laboratoirebŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜ {ŀƴǘŞΦ [ǳȄŜƳōƻǳǊƎ

ANSWERS

A56-year-oldwoman. 2017Qx.AppendicealNETG1.

2024Followup:Mediastinallymphnodes.ClinicalDiagnosis:Metastasis

EBUS-TBFNABforStaging:Station11L
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/ŀǎŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΗ

мс(continues on the next page)

Describe what you see.

What does it represent?

What is its significance?

Fig. 2. LBC -

Papanicolaou 40x

A 56-year-old woman with a clinical history of a bilateral breast carcinoma (April 2023).

During the follow up (Dec. 2024) incidental thyroid nodule PET + TIRADS IVb

Fig. 1. LBC -

Papanicolaou40x
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/ŀǎŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΗ

мт(continues on the next page)

1) What isyourBethesdadiagnosticcategory?

a. TBS II ςBenign

b. TBS III ςAtypiaof UndeterminedSignificance

c. TBS IV ςFolicularNeoplasm

d. TBS V ςSuspiciousfor Malignancy

e. TBS VI  - Malignantprimary

f. TBS VI ςMalignantmetastatic

2) [ŜǘΩǎbemore specificΧ

a. FolicularNeoplasmOncocytictype

b. Suspiciousfor MTC

c. Suspiciuosfor PTC

d. MalignantPTC

3) What IHC would you order?

a. Gata3 to confirmmetastaticbreastcarcinoma

b. Not necessary(itǿƻƴΩǘhelp)

c. TTF1 ҕTyroglobulinto confirmPTC

d. NE markers to confirmMTC

Fig. 4. LBC -

Papanicolaou 40x

Fig. 3. LBC -

Papanicolaou 40x
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Case Challenges!

му

ANSWERS

1) What isyourBethesdadiagnosticcategory?
e. TBS VI  - Malignantprimary

2) [ŜǘΩǎbe more specificΧ
d. MalignantPTC

3) What IHC would you order?
b. IHC isnot necessary.

Preparationsare composedof numerousmonolayersheetsand ocassionalpapillary-
like fragments, with syncytial-like appearance. Specialattention to the nuclearfeatures
isessential for the distinction (benignvs malignantand primaryvs metastatic). 

This PTC shows, irregularnuclei, molding, smallbut visible nucleoliand intranuclear
pseudoinclusions.

MTC has a predominantlydispersedplasmocytoidpattern and granularcromatin(salt-
and-pepper).

Breastcarcinomasshow a 3D, cohesiveand crowdedpatern, nucleiare round to 
pleomorphic, chromatiniscoarse. There isnecrosisin mostcases.

Clinical case and pictures provided by Cioly Rivero Colmenarez, MD, MIAC.
National Center of Pathology. Laboratoirebŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜ {ŀƴǘŞΦ [ǳȄŜƳōƻǳǊƎ

A 56-year-old woman with a clinical history of a bilateral breast carcinoma (April 2023).

During the follow up (Dec. 2024) incidental thyroid nodule PET + TIRADS IVb
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Thank you for your time!
Please send your feedback to pgajdzis@protonmail.com

Check our Twitter accounts: @CytologyEFCS and @efcsyoung

5ƛŘȅƻǳƪƴƻǿǘƘŀǘǘƘŜǘŜǊƳάŘŜŎƻȅŎŜƭƭǎέǿŜǊŜŦƛǊǎǘ

ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘōȅ!ƴŘǊŜǿwƛŎŎƛƛƴмфрлΣŀŎȅǘƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛǎǘƻŦ

aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ{ƭƻŀƴYŜǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ/ŀƴŎŜǊIƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΚ

¢ƘŜǘŜǊƳǿŀǎƴŀƳŜŘŀŦǘŜǊǘƘŜŘŜŎƻȅŘǳŎƪǎǳǎŜŘƛƴ

ƘǳƴǘƛƴƎǎƛƴŎŜǘƘŜǇƻƭȅƻƳŀπƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘŎŜƭƭǎŎƻǳƭŘŜŀǎƛƭȅōŜ

ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴŦƻǊƳŀƭƛƎƴŀƴǘƛƴǳǊƛƴŀǊȅŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅǎŀƳǇƭŜǎΦ¢ƘŜ

ǘŜǊƳǿŀǎƭŀǘŜǊǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜŘōȅ[ŜƻǇƻƭŘYƻǎǎƛƴ5ƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎ

/ȅǘƻƭƻƎȅŀƴŘƛǘǎIƛǎǘƻǇŀǘƘƻƭƻƎƛŎ.ŀǎƛŎǎΦ

wŜŀŘƳƻǊŜƛƴDƻȅŀƭ!Σ9ƭǎƘŜƛƪƘ¢aΣbƻƴƎȅƴŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŦƭǳƛŘ

ŀƴŘōǊǳǎƘƛƴƎŎȅǘƻƭƻƎȅΣtŀǘƘƻōƛƻƭƻƎȅƻŦƘǳƳŀƴŘƛǎŜŀǎŜΣ

9ƭǎŜǾƛŜǊΣнлмпΣоорфπоотуΦ

Despina Argyropoulou

Residents and YEFCS Committee

TrivialFactsof Cytopathology

мф
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SEE YOU IN WROCLAW!

The 15th EFCS Annual Cytology Tutorial 

Wroclaw (Poland), 23-27 September 2024
https://www.efcs.eu/the-15th-efcs-annual-tutorial/
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