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Date and place of birth: July 3rd 1974, Velsen, the Netherlands

Present title: Head of Clinic, Clinical Professor 

Professional address: Universitair Ziekenhuis Brussel, Dept of Pathology, 
Laarbeeklaan 101, BE-1090 Jette, Belgium

Tel: +32-2-4775083

E-mail: shaira.sahebali@uzbrussel.be

Specialty: Cytology, Gynaecology, Gastro-enterology.  Special area of interest: gynaecological cytology, HPV testing and typing, effusions, urine cytology.


Education

2000, MD, Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium

2004, PhD, Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium

2007, Histo-and Cytopathologist, Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp, Antwerp, Belgium


Professional and Academic employment and positions

Medical doctor: 
2007-2009: pathologist at the Stichting PAMM, Eindhoven, the Netherlands.
2009-2015: pathologist at Sonic Healthcare, Antwerp, Belgium.  Head of Cytopathology dept.  Member of Medical & Research staff.
2016 – present: pathologist at UZ Brussels, Head of Clinic, clinical tutor of students and residents 
2016 – present: pathologist at UZ Antwerp (consultant)

Research and education: 
2000 – 2004: teaching of practical courses (microscopy) in histopathology for all grades of medical students (both bachelor and master), as well as the 3rd year in Biomedical Sciences; University of Antwerp.

2000 - 2001: research project concerning genital schistosomiasis, comprising 5 months of field study in an endemic area in Battor Catholic Hospital, Battor, Ghana.

2002 – 2004: research project concerning HPV DNA detection and molecular markers in the screening for cervical carcinoma (Ambior, Laboratory of Cell Biology & Histology; Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp, prof. J. J. Bogers promotor and Dept. of Pathology, Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp, prof. E. A. Van Marck).

2004 – 2015: senior member in research group concerned with molecular markers in cervical carcinoma ; HPV DNA status profiling ; carcinogenesis of cervical cancer (Ambior, Laboratory of Cell Biology & Histology; Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp).

2007 – 2015: teaching and supervision of cytotechnologists and laboratory technicians in training.

2009 – 2015: Part-time guest lecturer (BAP) at Ambior, Laboratory of Cell Biology & Histology; Faculty of Medicine, University of Antwerp.

2016 - onwards: Clinical training and education of residents (ASOs) in pathology at UZ Brussels and cytology at UZ Antwerp.

2018; 3 - 7 September: cytology tutor; 11th Annual EFCS Tutorial, European Federation of Cytology Societies.

2018, September - onwards: clinical tutor VUB

2019, October - onwards: clinical professor VUB

2021, November- 2023, January: course Cervical Cytology for lab-and cytotechs. In cooperation with the Flemish Colleges of Higher Education (Vlaamse Hogescholen)

Coaching and promoting: 
2003 – present: 	Students and residents in medicine.  
	Students in biomedical sciences 
	Students in laboratory technologies 


Membership of professional associations 
President of the Belgian Society of Clinical Cytology, member of the European Federation of Cytology Societies)
Belgian Society of Pathology
European Society of Pathology

Organisation of Congresses
2017- present: Belgian Week of Pathology (BWP) - Cytology session 
2025: Ghent Pathology
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Invited speaker:
p-16 and Cytology Diagnostics.  Year convention 2003 of the Swiss Society for Cytology on the 17th and 18th of November 2003, Luzern, Switzerland.

Toepassing van p16 in cervixcytologie: de toekomst aan de biomerker?  Im@histo Study Event, organized by Im@histo in cooperation with the Belgian Society of Laboratory Technicians on the 5th of June 2004, Ghent, Belgium.

Evoluties in cervicale cytologie preparatie. Im@histo Study Event, organized by Im@histo in cooperation with the Belgian Society of Laboratory Technicians on the 4th of June 2005, Ghent, Belgium.

Technieken voor leverdiagnostiek. WIHC autumn meeting with liver-theme, 22nd of November 2008, Den Dolder, the Netherlands

Cytology in the HPV era: interaction between cytology and molecular biology.  BSCC Spring Meeting, 28th of May 2011, Antwerp, Belgium.

Cervical Cytology and HPV: a competition?  BWP, 18 – 21st of April 2012, Ghent, Belgium

HPV negative HSIL.  BWP 4 & 5 of October 2013, Ghent, Belgium

Quality Assurance in Cervical Cytology.  Cervico-vaginal Workshop by BSP, 10th of April 2017, UZA, Antwerp, Belgium

Belgian Survey on Cervical Screening in Vaccinated Women. BWP, 18-19 of October 2019; Brussels, Belgium

Tutorial on Atrophy. BSP Cytology Workshop 22 April 2021, online session, Belgium

HPV+/NILM in cervical screening. BWP, 22-23 of October 2021; Brussels, Belgium 

Case discussion on Anal Cytology. BSP Cytology Workshop, 23rd of April, Leuven, Belgium

The birth of the Belgian primary HPV cervical screening programme, Ghent Pathology, June 24-26 2025. 

FAQ on the new HPV primary screening programme for the detection of cervical cancer. BSP Cytology Workshop, 18th of October 2025, online session 




